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Size

75,600 square feet

Completion

2024

Certification

LEED v4 BD+C Gold

Team
Newman Architects

van Zelm Heywood &
Shadford

Michael Horton
Associates

Langan

The Green Engineer

Our design team worked with Wesleyan University to renovate and
expand the Public Affairs Center, originally builtin 1927 asadormitory
and designed by McKim, Mead, and White. The removal of 1950s
additions, the gut rehabilitation of the 47,600 square foot historic
building, and the design of an 18,600 square foot addition expands
the buildingto better promote the interdisciplinary work of the Center.

The new Frank Center initiates a transition from the traditional
teacher-centered classroom and faculty office models to flexible,
responsive environments that support active, student-centered
collaborative activities and new paradigms for faculty work.
The building’s program includes offices and fifteen classrooms
for the economics, government, and history departments,
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as well as the College of Social Studies. In the Forum, the
multi-functional crossroads of the building, the facade of the
existing building remains, with glass walls on either end to give
the feeling of outdoor space and connection to the campus.

The projectremoves physical barriers to accessibility, incorporates
campus planning principles, and integrates a range of sustainable
design features that have earned the buildinga LEED v4 BD+C Gold
rating. Those include radiant heating and cooling, displacement
ventilation, prototype sustainable landscaping, and a green roof. It
IS also one of the first projects on campus to utilize the in-progress
campusloop conversion from steam to hot water—akey component
of Wesleyan's master plan for carbon neutrality by 2050.
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