
King’s Block is the first PHIUS-certified 
historic masonry commercial renovation 
in Connecticut, transforming an 1816
landmark into a near net-zero, climate-
resilient workplace. Originally constructed 
as a hotel and recognized as the oldest
freestanding commercial building in New 
Haven, the project demonstrates how 
preservation and high-performance
design can work in concert to advance 
sustainability, health, and community vitality. 
Located at the intersection of Grand
Avenue and Front Street in Fair Haven, 
near the Quinnipiac River, the building 
addresses increasing flood risk through
strategic planning. By reinvesting in an existing 
structure rather than demolishing and 
rebuilding, King’s Block reduces embodied 
carbon while preserving neighborhood 
identity. The project serves as a replicable 
model for resilient, low-carbon urban 
revitalization— proving that even a 
200-year-old masonry building can lead the 
transition to a high-performance future.
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